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QUARTERLY PERISCOPE. 

foreign intelligence. 


ANATOMY. 

milk was all disport,! simiNr ? suffocation, and continuing until the 

terminating some way down the n’cck in a rid d' ^ fou " <i I unusually wide, and 
-ion with the (esophagus!* f 


lung,. In the Stomach and small i,,Sn?J. a °"fT the trachea into the 
fmmd in small quantity, and the large intestines were°filted wfth'i^*'^!' W “ 
comum. Nothing else unusual was observed“xcc%flS T 

nitthra was situated underneath and behind the glanTpenh, ° 

Umippsaasl 

irec-quartei* 8 of an inch broad, and mav, perhaps be looked nnnn , c 
tons of the crectores penis, which, instead of being inserted into the side 

penis. h dmdes bem ln ,ts coursc ‘“wards the dorsum of the 

b!addrr b sn t l 5*° c , edurc . to display these muscles is the followingi-Detach the 
Ohdder and levator an. with the hand from one side of the pelvis- then di.id! 
df tl? t* * 16 i )U , 1;S and “oitiuo 1 about one inch from the symphysis and brciV 
off die bones at the sacro iliac articulation: neat dissect away cirefiX in. 
mg portion of the pubis from the symphysis, periosteum, and crura pend, 
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and then the compressores vcnx, bearing still their natural relations to the 
crura and other muscles, may be exposed with very little difficulty. 

The insertion of the muscles being in a great measure outside the pelvis, 
they may also be demonstrated without the section oF the bones, by cutting or. 
them in front of the pubis, and looking carefully for their tendon at the side of 
the vena dorsalis: from the tendon the knife may be carried downwards and 
backwards in the course of the fibres, and nearly the whole of the muscles can 
be thereby exposed. 

It must, however, be remembered, that it will be needless to search for them 
in a thin emaciated individual, where the other muscles of the perinxum arc 
so pale and soft, that even they can scarcely be distinguished. The subject 
should be robust, and the muscles red, in order to demonstrate them. 

The use of these muscles is evidently to compress the dorsal vein of the 
penis, and mechanically obstruct the return of blood. 

3. Congenital absence of the Gall-bladder. —M. Amussat communicated to 
the Royal Academy of Medicine the case of a man, twenty-four years of age, 
who died from a white swelling of the knee, and in whom, on examination 
after death the gall-bladder was found entirely wanting: the’ductus cholcdocui 
was formed by two large canals. 

The total absence of the gall-bladder is an extremely rare occurrence,and 
one the possibility of which has been doubted by several anatomists: it lias been, 
however, met with.— Gazette Midicale , 26 March, 1831. 


PHYSIOLOGY. 

4. Ca.ic of Spontaneous Lactation at an advanced age. —The following exam¬ 
ple of this curious and interesting physiological phenomenon, is related ini 
recent number of the North of England Medical and Surgical Journal, ty 
George Semple, Esq., of Shipley Hall. Mrs. B. xtat 49, mother of 8 or 9 chil¬ 
dren, the youngest of whom is about 12 years old, lost, a year ago, a daughter- 
in-law, who died of puerperal inflammation about a fortnight after confincme;- 
of her first child. 

On her death Mrs. B. took the charge of the infant—a little, puny, ackh 
baby. The cliild was so fretful and uneasy, so averse to taking any kind c: 
food, and so troublesome, that Mrs. B. after several sleepless nights was in¬ 
duced* by way of soothing, to permit her to take the nipple of her breast into 
the mouth—the child was pleased and soon sunk to rest, and the old lady of 
course continued to give her this cheap and innocent sedative, from time t: 
time. In the course of from thirty to thirty-six hours she felt very unwell, he: 
breasts became extremely painful, considerably increased in size, and soot 
after, to her utter astonishment, the lacteal fluid was secreted, and poured fort! 
in the same abundance as on former occasions after confinement of her owndul- 
dren. 

The child, now a year old, is a fine, healthy, thriving girl, and only a ft* 
days ago, says Mr. S. I saw her eagerly engaged in obtaining an apparently 
abundant supply of healthy nourishment from the same fountain, which.nearly 
twenty years since poured forth its resources for the support of her father. 

Mrs. B. is a stout, healthy woman, and has continued to menstruate regularly 
both since weaning her last child, nearly eleven years ago, and during thetim: 
she has suckled this little grandchild. 

5. Identity of the nervous and electric Fluids. —Dr. David, in his inaugur., 
thesis published in August, 1830, has given some interesting experiments iBw- 
trativc of the striking analogy between the nervous and electric fluids, h 
September, 1829, Dr. David exposed the nerves of the thigh of a chicken. H- 



